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Lorenz Quiz

(36  points)

Multiple Choice (1.5 pts each)

____1. Lorenz initially identified his fourteen Jackdaws he raised in 1927 by:


a. their appearance; b. social rank; c. colored rings on their legs; d. songs they sang.

____ 2. The year that Lorenz raised 14 young Jackdaws that established his colony, what was the single greatest problem he encountered when the birds started to fly?  a. predators; b. the neighborhood children;  c. migratory birds; d. the lack of leadership by a mature Jackdaw.

____ 3.  Who was King Solomon? a.  A former King of Austria who’s writings encouraged Lorenz to study animals; b.  A legendary king who talked to the animals with the aid of a magic ring; c.  Everything that King Solomon touched turned to gold (with his magic ring); d.  The mythical king in Lorenz's favorite nursery rhyme who ruled over animals with the aid of a magical ring.

____ 4.  Lorenz discussed how animals established territorial boundary lines using sticklebacks as an example. a.  These boundary lines were formed using natural dividers or landmarks; b.  As each stickleback left its nest or home, it gradually lost courage and the boundary was a point of balance between courage of the competing sticklebacks; c.  The female stickleback determined the boundary or size by inspiring or supporting her mate; d.  The males marked the boundary by making “scrapes” or marks in the bottoms of the pond.

True / False (1 point each)

T / F  1. Lorenz believes that the loyalty that dogs show to their owner is caused by a direct transfer of submissiveness dogs have to their pack leader, and by domestication selecting for dogs to retain the extreme loyalty they have to their mother when they are young.  

T / F  2. Lorenz's wife often kept their young son in a cage in the garden, in order to protect him from the activities of their animals.

T / F  3.  Crows/jackdaws were capable of spreading the word through a colony that a particular person was an enemy.

T / F  4.  The highest ranking jackdaw in a group of jackdaws will usually passively stand by and observe fights between lower ranking members of the group.  

T / F  5.  Although the mother and father jewel fish stayed with their babies during the day, as evening came, the children scattered and took cover behind or under things that were on the bottom of the tank.

T / F  6.  According to Lorenz, any breed of dog that has been bred with exclusive concern for a certain external appearance has been damaged in mind and soul.

T / F  7.  After shrews are in an area for a while, they rarely use the same path when moving from one place to another.

T / F  8.  Of all the aquaria Lorenz maintained, the cheapest and simplest aquarium containing critters from a local pond really appealed to him.

T / F  9.  When a pair of Lorenz’s jackdaws became “married”, the females social rank did not increase to the level of the male probably because a mated pair of jackdaws do not assist each other when fighting for dominance.  

Short Answer (3 points each)

1.  What was Lorenz attempting to          p. 210
illustrate by this drawing:

2.  According to Lorenz, how did the covenant or relationship between early man and the ancestors of the domestic dog form?  (This is an old tale that is probably incorrect.)

3.  Lorenz concluded that the water-shrew was one of the most terrible predators of all vertebrate animals, as evidenced by the "frog incident".   Because of that incident, he drew some conclusions regarding the speed or ability of predators to kill their prey.  What did he conclude?

4.  Why has the dog the inhibition against biting his fellow’s neck, the raven an inhibition against pecking the eye of a friend, yet the ring-dove has no such “insurance” against murder?

5.  Confinement (such as in a zoo) can be more stressful for some species of animals than others.  Lorenz discussed two basic behavioral characteristics of species that are more likely to suffer.  What are those characteristics.


1.


2.

6.  How did Lorenz explain the apparently telepathic way in which dogs seem to know the moods of their people?

7. When Lorenz was walking one morning in the Vienna forest working his way through the green foliage and came upon a glen (opening), what did he do before breaking into the glen or meadow?  He said that it is what all wild animals and good naturalists do. 

