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Formal Education:   

PhD 1998  Texas A&M University, Agricultural Education   
MEd  1982  Texas A&M University, Agricultural Education 
BS   1977  Tarleton State University, Agricultural Education 
   

Professional Experience: 
 Texas A&M University  Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Department of Agricultural 
    Leadership, Education and Communications 
  Professor & Extension Specialist     2006 - 2016  
  Associate Professor & Extension Specialist      2000-2005 
   Associate Director – Institute of Food Science and Engineering                     

 Extension Specialist & Lecturer      1994 - 2000        
     State Coordinator – AgriFood Education Program 

    County Extension Agent       1977 – 1994 
    County Coordinator, Ag Program Leader, 4-H and Youth Coordinator 
    Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
    Howard (3yrs), Crosby (8yrs), Hockley (2yrs), and Bexar (4yrs) counties    
  
Scholarly Activity: 

Summary:  
Throughout his 38-year career, Dr. Vestal has cultivated a knowledge-base on diffusion of innovations in 
social systems to improve his program development and management of practical food and agricultural 
sciences and public policy educational delivery strategies.  His passion as an agricultural leader and 
educator are best describe in the following professional goals.   
 

Advance dialogue among opinion leaders (i.e. scientists, industry, educators, mass media, and elected 
officials) to improve public and private decision-making aptitudes regarding the biological and physical 
nature of agricultural sciences and the complex related social, behavioral, political, economic and legal 
systems.  

     
Foster our collective success in extension, research and teaching to enhance contributions of agriculture 
to environmental quality and a safe and abundant supply of food, both of which are essential to human 
health and well being.   

 
Research and Extension Education Funding:     

 1990-2016  Contracts and Grants  Vestal Share 
    $ 3M +    $ 2M + 
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 Teaching:   
 No teaching appointment; Graduate Committees: Doctorate (8) Masters (18)  
 
 Professional Service/Engagement: 
                2006-2016 Agency Liaison, State Emergency Management Council, Governor’s Division of 

Emergency Management, Austin, TX 
                2006-2016  Co-Chair, Texas Extension Emergency Management Steering Committee, Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service & Prairie View A&M University Cooperative Extension 
Program, College Station, TX   

       2007-2016  Committeeman, National Extension Disaster Education Network Animal  
     AgroSecurity Committee, USDA-CSREES, Washington, D.C.  
                
          Honor and Awards: 
           2012           Association of Public and Land Grant Universities, USDA-NIFA, and Extension Committee for 

Organization and Policy Southern Region Excellence in Extension Award, Denver, CO  
           2012          Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Superior Service Team Award, College Station, TX  
          2009  Partnership Award, USDA, NIFA, Washington, D.C.    
          2009  Blue Ribbon Award; Comprehensive Publication Category, “Managing Contaminated Animal 
                             and Plant Materials’  American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineering, Reno, NV 
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