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NEW APPOINTMENT ANNOUNCED 
 

Mr. MARION L CLARKE, presently completing his Ph.D. in Recreation and Resources Development, has accepted 
a newly-approved assistant professorship with the Department of Recreation and Parks at Texas A&M University.  
His appointment is effective September 1, 1970 

 
In addition to teaching and research responsibilities, Mr. Clarke will coordinate the Recreation Management 
Institute, Vocational-Agriculture training programs, and several short courses planned for 1970 and 1971.  In his 
previous experience in education administration and university teaching, he has demonstrated a variety of talents 
that make him a valuable asset to the Department. 

 
----------:---------- 

 
CURRICULUM AND COURSE APPROVAL 

 
The culmination of two years of research, planning, and diligent effort came in a recent meeting of the Academic 
Council in which final University approval was given to a revised undergraduate curriculum and to eleven new 
courses.  Pending approval by the Texas Coordinating Board, the first of these new courses will be taught in the fall 
semester. 

 
The concerted faculty effort involved a thorough study of the existing curriculum and the incorporation of 
recommended changes in response to field needs.  The most salient feature of the new curriculum is the inclusion of 
32 semester hours of electives which will permit the student to select courses directed at a specialization in one of 
four areas--Park Management, Recreation and Park Administration, Interpretation, and Recreation Leadership and 
Programming.  Future faculty additions will enable the Department to expand its offerings without extensive 
curriculum modifications. 

 
Copies of the revised curriculum and the newly approved courses are attached. 

 
----------:---------- 

 
RECREATION MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 

 
Mr. LON GARRISON (NPS--Albright Training Center), Mr. MARK GOSDIN (Texas Parks and Wild1ife) and Mr. 
WILLIAM PENN MOTT (California State Parks) met in Austin June 2nd and 3rd with D L. M REID and Mr. 
MARION CLARKE for preliminary planning of the Second Recreation Management institute to be conducted in 
October of this year.  Registration for the 1970 session will commence in August. 

 
The institute, designed for mid- and upper-level administrators, will have a different format and location this year.  
The one week training institute will be conducted at the Albright Training Center in Grand Canyon National Park.  
An optional field trip will permit  participants to visit park service facilities and developments in that area 

 
----------:---------- 

 
  STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Mr. ANDY SANSOM, Executive Secretary of the National Student Recreation and Park Society, was the featured 
speaker at the Recreation and Park Society’s end-of-the-year barbecue in Hensel Park on May 7, 1970.  Mr. 
Sansom’s presentation focused on the importance of student participation at national conferences and on the 
professional contacts and opportunities available to students who attend.  He stressed the efforts that were being 
undertaken by the National Recreation and Park Society to provide special services and programs for students at the 
Philadelphia Conference. 

 
In association with this final student meeting, Dr. L. M. REID presented the Silver Chaparral Award to Mr. 
LESTER B. COALSON.  This award honors the graduating senior most likely “to run far and fast.” 

 
 



 
 
THREE RECEIVE Ph.D. 
 
In August of 1968, the Texas Coordinating Board gave final approval to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
Recreation and Resources Development.  In May of 1970, less than two years later, three of the graduate students 
then in residence completed all requirements and were the first to receive the degree.  These included: 
 

 
ROBERT LEE BRADLEY 
 
Dr. Bradley is a native Texan, married, and has one child.  He received his B.S. in 
Residential Design and Construction from Trinity University in 1966, and a 
Master of Urban and Regional Planning from Texas A&M University in 1968.  In 
addition to academic honors, Dr. Bradley served as President of the Trinity 
University Homebuilders Club, was a Distinguished Military Graduate, Blue Key 
National honor Fraternity, and Phi Kappa Phi.  Dr. Bradley is also a member of the 
American Institute of Planners and the American Society of Planning Officials.  
He has had experience in planning, designing, research, teaching, and real estate. 
He currently holds a teaching position with the College of Architecture at Texas 
A&M and will enter the armed services next June. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CARROLL D. DOWELL 
 
Dr. Dowell was born in Lubbock, Texas.  He is married and has two children. Dr. 
Dowell received his B,S. in Education in 1958 from Henderson State Teachers 
College (Arkansas), and his Master of Education degree from the University of 
Arkansas, in 1960.  In his professional experience, Dr. Dowell includes the 
positions of Superintendent of Recreation and Parks, Recreation Specialist, and 
University Instructor.  He is currently serving as Head of the Park and Recreation 
Administration Department at Arkansas Polytechnic University. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
JAMES D. MERTES  
 
Dr. Mertes is married and a native of Ohio.  He received the B.S. and M.S. from 
Michigan State University in 1960 and 1964, respectively.  Dr. Mertes has 
obtained professional experience as a Forestry Aide for the U.S. Forest Service, 
Administrator for the Land and Water Conservation Fund with the Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation, and as a Graduate Assistant in teaching and research.  In 
addition, he has worked with the Environmental Resources Section of the Corps of 
Engineers, and has currently accepted a faculty position with the Department of 
Park Administration and Horticulture at Texas Tech University. 
 
 



FACULTY NOTES 
 
Dr. RICHARD L. BURY is spending the summer as an employee of the National Park Service at Glacier National Park, Montana.  His wife has 
been appointed to the state board of the League of Women Voters and will chair the committee on Texas Constitutional Revision during the 
coming year. 
 
Mr. DAN KAMP survived a serious automobile accident with the relatively minor inconvenience of a broken ankle.  The cast has now been 
removed, and Dan is on faculty development leave through next June.  He will devote his time to the completion of course work and the initiation 
of research for the doctoral degree. 
 
“Reid’s Rumble Seat”, normally featured in our newsletter, will not be included in this issue as the Department Head and his family are 
vacationing at Isle Royale. 
 

----------:---------- 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
The Departmental and University presses continue their summer activities as we introduce the latest in the series of publications. All are currently 
available from the Department upon request. 
 
 The Leisure View 
 

 by Dr. Clare A. Gunn 
 

 A consensus report of “Marine Resources: Leisure Uses”, a workshop for Texas Marine Tourism-Recreation Development   
  coordinated by the Department of Recreation and Parks in conjunction with the Sea Grant Program. 
 
 Comparative Use of Personal and Installed Tables and Stoves 
 

 by Dr. Richard L. Bury and Robert S. Dutra 
 

 Departmental Technical Report Number 2 
 
 An Inexpensive Method for Sampling Campers -- Self-Registration Fee Receipts  
 
  by Dr. Richard L. Bury and James W, Hall 
 

 Departmental Technical Report Number 3 
 
 Handbook of Undergraduate Studies 
 

 A Student and Faculty authored publication which includes a thorough presentation of aspects of the  undergraduate program in  
  Recreation and Parks at Texas A&M. This publication is designed to complement the existing Handbook of Graduate Studies  
  (currently being revised). 

----------:---------- 
STRAPS 
 
Mr. LEONARD EHRLER, President-elect of the Texas Recreation and Parks Society, and Director, Parks and Recreation Department of Denton, 
Texas, and two student representatives from Texas Woman’s University, Miss SUE WITTENS and Miss SHARON WOOLF, visited the 
department on Friday, May 8, 1970, for a meeting with Texas A&M students to discuss the proposed Student Branch of TRAPS.  Topics 
considered included the need, purpose, goals, organizational structure, and program for the student society.  As proposed, it would give branch 
membership to students and recognize individual chapters at the various universities in Texas which offer curricula in Recreation, Parks, or 
Conservation. 
 
Action undertaken by the Executive Board gave preliminary approval to the proposed charter and by-laws developed by a team of students, 
faculty, and executive officers of TRAPS.  If ratified at the Society’s annual meeting this fall, the Student Texas Recreation and Park Society 
(STRAPS) will become an active and functioning branch of the parent organization. This timely action by the Executive Board has already 
stimulated considerable student interest on several Texas campuses. 
 
Texas A&M students actively planning and promoting the organization include BILL SEAL, JIM ELLIS, WAYNE EDWARDS, EVA 
ZWEIFEL, BILL GRIFFIN, and JIM FERGUSON. 

----------:---------- 
 

INTERAGENCY NATURAL RESOURCES COUNCIL APPOINTMENT 
 
Governor Preston Smith has announced that JIM T. GOODWIN, formerly an economist with the Texas Water Development 
Board, has been named Natural Resources Coordinator for the Interagency Natural Resources Council.  He will have 
responsibility for the state’s Coastal Resources Management Program. 
 











NEW COURSES 
 
UNDERGRADUATE 
 
300 . Supervised field Studies.  Credit 2.  
Required internship employment.  Survey and application of principles of Recreation and Parks.  Studies of selected aspects of park 
and recreation management in an operational setting under the supervision of an approved agency.  Preparation and presentation of a 
comprehensive analysis of a specific problem.  
 
311 . Community Recreation Programs.  Credit 3.  
Study of fundamenta1 concepts, characteristics, current trends, and factors influencing the provision of organized activities in 
community recreation programs.  Includes aspects of program planning, operations, administration, and techniques for evaluation.  

316 . Wilderness Recreation Management.  Credit 3.  
Management of wild and wilderness areas, with emphasis on resource characteristics, philosophies, and environmental limitations. 
Study of techniques for dealing with specific management problems and selected aspects of wilderness recreation.  

322.  Interpretation and Management of Historic Areas.  Credit 3.  

A study of the philosophy, history, and current management practices of areas administered for their cultural and historical 
significance in Texas and the Southwestern United States.  

375.  Conservation of Natural Resources.  Credit 3.  
Study of- principles and philosophies associated with the development, management, and utilization of natural resources.  Particular 
emphasis given to ecological implications inherent in management alternatives involving the natural environment and utilization of 
renewable natural. resources.  
 
460.  Development of Recreation Resources.  Credit 3. 
 Basic elements of the planning process necessary for Municipal, State, and Federal recreation areas.  Includes planning philosophy, 
information sources, growth and development patterns, estimation methods, regional influences, political realities and behavioral 
survey methods.  

 

466. Regional Recreation Studies.  Credit 2.  
Review of public, association, and commercial recreation developments featuring on-site inspections, . workshops, and seminars with 
recreation and park administrators in selected locations in the U.S.  Consists of pre-trave1 orientation, intersession travel at student 
expense, followed by subsequent submission of reports, testing, and evaluation. 
 
GRADUATE 
 
601.  Recreation and Leisure Concepts.  Credit 3. 
The development of contrasting concepts of leisure and recreation in relation to current  recreational trends and needs. Analysis of the 
contemporary role of recreation in society with emphasis on the implications of leisure-time utilization and necessary managerial 
responses. 
  
609.  Socio-Economic Issues in Outdoor Recreation.  Credit 3.  
Advanced study of socio-economic characteristics impinging on provision of outdoor recreation opportunities in urban and non-urban 
settings.  Implications of economic factors to demand factors to demand estimation, valuation, costs and repayment, financing, natural 
resource allocation, public-private sector interactions, and policy issues. 

636.  Dynamics of Travel and Tourism.  Credit 3 
Advanced study of contemporary tourism and recreational travel including its origins, present characteristics, and societal impacts.  
Implications of non-business travel in the United states and the emerging importance of international recreation. 

650.  Recreation Resource Development.  Credit 3.  
Presentation of she theory of resource planning and development and of the role and significance or recreation and tourism  in 
the broader environmental context, coupled with an evaluation of relevant current and previous action programs in this country 
and elsewhere. 

 


