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“REID’S RUMBLE—SEAT” 
 
I believe it’s worth summarizing hi ONFERENCE ON OUTDOOR 

ECREATION RESEARCH.  This meeting was sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences at 
 

AS, said the purpose of the meeting “...is to develop a structure 

f and observers from B.O.R. and 
e Conservation Foundation.  DR. DON HAWKINS of N.R.P.A., DR. ROY WOLFE of Canada, 

ce, 

ersities the University of 
irmingham (England), and representatives from RAND Corporation and Resources For the Future.  

e of Economic Forces, Pricing and Funding 

 sessions, the three panels met separately, 
metimes as a single group, and often worked alone or in pairs or threes in provided study carrels 

he 

 with such outstanding 
cial scientists was one of the highlights of my career.  Yet beyond the personal dimension, I 

 
nteed 

r this fall, at which time 
commendations will be forthcoming from NAS to Congress, as well as to concerned federal and 

ghlights of the recent STUDY C
R
the NAS’s summer facility on Cape Cod, Woods Hole, Mass., June 2-8, 1968. The study Conference
was organized by the NAS at the request of Interior Secretary Stewart Udall to formulate a national 
plan for outdoor recreation research that would build toward adequacy of recreation programs and 
opportunities in the years ahead. 
 
DR. FREDERICK SEITZ, Pres., N
for the research effort this country should maintain as an aid in guiding the growing investments by 
federal, state and local governments, as well as by private agencies.
 
The Conference was composed of 20 educators, assisted by NM staf
th
and I could be said to represent former “working” park and recreation people, four educators 
represented forestry or allied disciplines, but the majority were purposefully from the behavioral 
sciences.  This was a considered attempt to learn what contributions economics, political scien
and sociology, for example, may have for recreation and parks. 
 
Participants included noted educators from some 15 leading univ
B
Assisted by NAS staff, the group was divided into three working panels, and charged with 
consideration of:  
         I.  Functions and Impact, of Recreation in Contemporary Society 
        II.  The Rol
       III.  Supply and Stewardship of Resources 
 
During the course of the week-long, dawn-’til-dark
so
writing and polishing concepts and manuscript ideas for later scrutiny by the larger groups.  T
discussions ranged broadly through such areas as socio-psychological aspects of recreation: 
economic aspects dealing with problems of cost, pricing, and funding; and resource implications 
including supply, management, labor factors, and resource limitations. 
 
Without doubt, the opportunity of spending a week in constant discussion
so
believe the Study Conference may prove to be a benchmark meeting, providing our recreation and
parks movement with the scientific recognition and research leadership it must have to be guara
maximum support in the form of legislative actions and appropriations. 
 
Plans are for the final report of the Study Conference to be available late
re
state agencies. 

 
 














