PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

Physician Assistants (PAs) are trained personnel who
provide patient services under the supervision and
direction of a licensed physician. PAs do not exit a PA
program with a specialty and have the ability to work
in areas such as family practice, internal medicine,
pediatrics, and some work in specialty areas, such

as surgery, emergency medicine and orthopedics.

In 2011, the average salary for PAs in Texas was
$95,500 annually. Income varies, depending upon
specialty, practice setting, geographic location, and
years of experience.

Students may elect to major in any chosen field. Texas
has seven Physician Assistant programs: Baylor,
University of Texas Southwestern, University of Texas
Medical Branch, University of Texas Pan American,
University of Texas HSCSA, Texas Tech Health
Science Center, and the University of North Texas
Health Science Center. The application is a central
application (CASPA), and is good for the majority of
schools in the United States and all of the programs
in Texas. The programs range in duration from 24 to
32 months. After completing a Physician Assistant
program, a student is eligible to take the national
board exam (PANCE) and become licensed with the
State Board of Medical Examiners.
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SELECTION CRITERIA CURRICULUM IN NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES
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