ANSC 433: Reproduction in Farm Animals
“Snake Oil” vs. Science Lab Assignment
Rationale
Research in reproductive physiology has generated a wide variety of products.  The majority of these products are aimed at manipulating reproduction in order to make it easier and more efficient.  In some cases, the product is designed to inhibit reproduction.  Many of these products are based on sound scientific principles and have been widely tested under controlled scientific experimentation.  However, some are scientifically sound but lack definitive proof of their value and their efficacy.  Still others have no scientific basis, have not been tested at all, and might be classified as “snake oil”.
Educated individuals are equipped with the knowledge to discriminate between products that offer the potential for solid, cost-effective advantages from those that make untested claims.  There are several goals of this assignment.  They are listed below.
· To introduce you to a variety of reproductive management technologies available for purchase.
· To provide you with the opportunity to link basic knowledge learned in ANSC 433 to real-world application.
· To provide the opportunity to critically evaluate various technologies as to their validity, efficiency of use and cost-effectiveness.  
Your Assignment
Each of you will find an advertisement in a popular press magazine relating to reproduction in any species (such as “Viagra” or “Lutalyse”) and report your finding on that product.  Each student has the following responsibilities:
· Review the material provided. Imagine that you were interested in purchasing the technology. 

· Find out as much as you possibly can about the technology.  For example, check web-sites, call technical service reps, go to the library. 

· Determine the following: 

· What problem is being solved, or what is the advantage in using the product? 

· What physiologic principles are involved? 

· What organs does this product target? 

· What does it cost? 

· Will use of the product be cost-effective? 

· What is the origin of the product’s name (i.e. why did they name sildenafil “Viagra”?) 

· Is there a better solution or approach? 

· Are there any animal care/welfare concerns? 

· Make a final ranking of your product as follows: 

· Solid Science with good data supporting its use.  I would purchase it. 

· “Snake Oil” – lacks scientific basis – no data – a gimmick. 

Guidelines for “Snake Oil vs. Solid Science” Papers
This research project is intended to culminate in a professional review of the product.  This review may be in portfolio format and must include a 2-4 page paper addressing the review criteria, a copy of the advertisement and/or additional advertisements for your product, a list of references, and a copy of your turnitin.com email receipt.
General
Your job is to teach us about your product.  Make sure that you address all of the points highlighted in the initial handout in a 2-4 page paper.  Your project should reflect the effort you placed in completing the assignment.  Spelling, grammar, and quality of references (i.e. supporting documents, interviews, depth of research) will all be incorporated into your project grade.  
Formatting Guidelines
The text portion of your project must be 2 – 4 typewritten pages in length, using 12 point font, and double spacing.  Your references must follow a consistent format and not count as part of your 2- 4 page text requirements.  A copy of the advertisement should accompany the paper.  
Citations
a. Published literature is referenced in the text in one of two ways, depending on sentence structure: 1) Turner (1998) demonstrated the phenomenon in mountain goats, as did Mies and Harms (1996a,b) and Sanders et al. (1995) in cattle; 2)…has been demonstrated in the mountain goat (Turner, 1998) and in cattle (Sanders et al., 1995; Mies and Harms, 1996a,b).

b. When two or more citations are included in a grouping within a sentence, the citations within grouping are arranged in chronological order.  Multiple citations for a given year are further arranged alphabetically. 
Examples
You may include several of one type and none of others, or you may use one or more references of each type shown in these examples.  Do not include “Book” or other such designations in your citation. 

Book


Savell, J.W. and G.D. Potter, 1996.  Statistical Methods. (75th Ed)




Texas A&M University Press, College Station, Texas.

Technical Article
Johnson, B.H.  1996.  Genetic and biological aspects of Zebu 




adaptability.  J. Anim. Sci. 53:1201 – 1210.

Dissertation

Ramsey, W.S., 1996.  Characterization of Body Components from 

Serially Slaughtered Rams Produced in a Fine Breed Diallel. 

Ph.D. Dissertation.  Texas A&M University, College Station, TX.

Copy Corner, College Station, TX.

Website

FDA.  1995. Food and Drug Administration home page.  Available 





at: http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/:aaplrd/sodium.txt.  Accessed 





Sept. 5, 1996.

Due Date 

The title and paragraph description is due Sept. 17-20.  The rough draft of your project is due Sept. 24-27.  The due date for this project is Oct. 1-4.  You are asked to turn in your assignments at your respective lab times.  One point will be deducted from your final project grade every day past each of the three deadlines.
Turnitin.com
Assignments will not be accepted if not submitted to turnitin.com.  On the class eLearning section, select the Lab folder, and then Snake Oil subfolder.  The link for your submission will be located on this page.  Select the link and click submit.  Enter all of the information, and then upload and submit your paper.  After submission, an email receipt will be sent through eLearning and a similarity report will be generated.
