MINUTES
Departmental Meeting
Monday, August 13, 2012, 2:00 p.m.
129 AGLS

2.

2:00-2:15

2:15-2:20

Welcome/Announcements/Bus Recognition Elliot

See Attachment A

Dr. Elliot congratulated the group that attended the ALE Conference. Over twenty
seven presentations were made.

Tobin went over what the web committee is currently working on. He asked that
faculty, staff, and students let him or one of the committee members know of
news that should be posted. Two students have been hired to work on
slides/articles. Sixteen to twenty new slides have been posted this summer.

The Memorandum of Agreement with Prairie View A&M University is being fine
tuned and should be finalized quickly.

Drs. Odom and Murphrey have been awarded a $11,200 ADVANCE Departmental
Mini-Grant. The review committee reported it as one of the most innovative
submitted. The interesting point about this award is that ALEC is not STEM
designated. The ALEC award has plans to bring in five women faculty members as
the full professor rank as mentors sharing their successes. All seminars will be
electronic.

Dr. Harlin reported that Aggie Bash 2012 in Amarillo was a great success. There
was both a live and silent auction. Proceeds cover first year dues for new ag
science teachers.

Dr. Elliot announced that Rector Masanga from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and M’vita M’Bambi from Maine will be on campus next Tuesday. They are
interested in discussing distance delivered doctoral programs. A bbq lunch at
11:30in 129 AGLS is being planned and all are invited. A Skype connection with
Texas Tech will be at 2:30 and a presentation by Linda Cleboski on “Borlaug
African Programs” will be held at 3:30.

IMS has launched a new web site: http://www.myimsservices.com/

Buses were presented as follows: Tom Payne to Kevin Andrews; Samantha Alvis
to Annie Specht; Billy McKim to Kenny Stroud, Roger Hanagriff to Vidya Patil, and
Will Doss to Shannon Lawrence.

Travel Policy and Deadlines Elliot

The updated departmental travel policy was distributed (See Attachment B).
Travelers were reminded that deadlines for submitting travel requests are posted
on each meeting agenda. Deadlines are not being adhered to very closely. Dr.
Elliot mentioned that there had been some vehicle rental problems lately, but that
the problem was being worked on for better coordination.


http://www.myimsservices.com/

3.

4.

5.

2:20-2:25 Concur: Receipt Requirement Changes Gunnels
Tanya went over some new changes on receipt requirements for personal meals.
Agrilife currently requires receipts for all meals charged to individually named
agency liability cards. Effective July 19, 2012, AgrilLife will no longer require
receipts for PERSONAL meals while in travel status except for any single meal over
$75 or if a contract or grant requires a receipt. All business meals, regardless of
the form of payment require itemized receipts, sales tax disallowed, no alcohol
purchases. Receipts are required for payments for excess baggage. Tanya also
asked travelers to complete the survey at the end of their trip documentation. It
will provide valuable information to the agency. Starting September 1, $7.58 will
be charged to the department for each expense report. We will try to consolidate
reports as much as possible. Summer Odom asked if a leave form had to be
submitted if no money was involved. Tanya said yes.

2:25-2:30 AGSS Andrews/Pannone
Kevin Andrews had each graduate student at the meeting stand and introduce
themselves as well as tell us who their major advisor would be.
Reid Stavinoha, Jen Williams
Lauren Bergin, TALL Program, Tracy Rutherford
Sarah Ho, Summer Odom
Travis Irby, Robert Strong
Tobin Redwine, Tracy Rutherford
Caroline Black, Tracy Rutherford
Annie Specht, Tracy Rutherford and Deb Dunsford
Megan McClure, Jen Williams
Kevin Andrews, Scott Cummings
Lindsey Latham, John Rayfield
Shannon Lawrence, John Rayfield
Jonathan Howell, Alvin Larke, Jr.
Marcus Sodek, Alvin Larke, Jr.
Will Doss, John Rayfield
Back to School Bash is being planned. It will be held at Dr. Briers house. TBD.
Other signature events are being planned and will be announced as soon as
additional information is available.

2:30-2:45 Other

Travel Request Form Deadlines
Domestic (30 days prior to trip): e.g., travel September 1, 2012 due by August 1, 2012
International (60 days prior to trip): e.g., travel October 1, 2012 due by August 1, 2012

Upcoming Events



August 24, 2012 New Graduate Student Orientation

September 12 College Outstanding Awards Ceremony/New Faculty Introductions
September 21, 2012 Prospective Graduate Student Day

September 27-29 COADC Fall Meeting

September 29 College Tailgate

October 13 College Appreciation and Recognition Event

November 22-23 Thanksgiving Break

December 3 College Holiday Social

December 24-January 1 Holiday Break

Future Departmental Meetings
Monday, September 10 at 2:00 pm
Tuesday, October 9 at 9:00 am
Thursday, November 8 at 2:00 pm
Wednesday, December 5 at 9:00 am













	Appendix A

	Appendix B




